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Creating a High-Performance, Sustainable 
Learning Environment for Washington, DC

located just a few blocks from the us capitol, 
the new dunbar high school campus is striving 
to raise the bar for sustainable, high performance 
school design. the school has been designed to 
target leed for schools platinum certification – 
the highest level of certification by the us green 
Building council. this will result in a design 
that conserves energy and water, creates a 
healthier and more comfortable place to learn 
and fosters a commitment to environmental 
stewardship among students and staff. 

the attributes of the building that will support 
these goals are a radiant heating system in 
the floor of the “armory,” the school’s main 
public space; a ground source heat pump 
(aka “geothermal”) system under the football field; a 

482-kW photovoltaic array on the roof; two 
20,000-gallon cisterns adjacent to o street 
for collecting and reusing rainwater; and 
enhanced acoustics, low-Voc materials and 
plentiful daylight and views throughout.

the reconstruction of dunbar high school 
is being led by dc’s department of general 
services (dgs). dgs and the district of 
columbia public schools have engaged ee&K 
| architects & engineers – a collaboration 
of perkins eastman, setty & associates 
international and sK&a structural engineers, 
llc – as well as moody nolan and smoot/
gilbane construction for the redesign and 
construction of dunbar senior high school.
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K-12 EDuCation ExPErtiSE

perkins eastman views every school project as an 

opportunity to understand the present and envision 

the future, each time challenging ourselves to create 

relevant and inspiring learning environments that 

propel students to identify their potential to grow. We 

believe that schools should function as the centers of 

their communities. our passion is to improve school 

facilities for our national and international school 

clients by incorporating each institution’s unique core 

values, goals, and mission. Working closely with 

constituents, we ensure that curriculum and program 

drive solutions. By merging the practice with ee&K’s 

50-year legacy of school planning and design, we 

have enhanced our capacity to create private and 

public school environments that are bright and 

inviting, scaled to the child, and provide an effective, 

welcoming environment for teaching and learning 

both inside the classroom and out. 

www.perkinseastman.com
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